
Questions that need to be answered for each article. 

Estell, D., Farmer, T., Cairns, R., & Cairns, B. (2002). Social relations and academic achievement in inner-city early elementary classrooms 

1. Module 1:
 What paradigm do the researchers adhere to? The Researchers adhered to a postpositivist paradigm to examine the classroom social structure and academic achievement of inner-city African American early elementary school children.

 Why did you assign that
particular paradigm (e.g. what made you think the researcher following that paradigm)?
(2.5 points)
The reason postpositivism paradigm was assigned is because the research is quantitative and the authors use a lot of statistical data to analyze Academics and social prominence, Patterns of behavior, and Group membership and homophily as well as longitudinal analyses. The research also seems to value objectivity as it is data oriented and because the researchers removed themselves from the research by choosing quantitative methodology, it also helped with controlling bias within the study making it fall under a postpositivist paradigm. 



2. Module 1: 
What are the research questions that are addressed in the study? (2.5
points)
	
Four research questions were addressed in the “Social relations and academic achievement in inner-city early elementary classrooms” study. For instance, the study sought to examine the relationship between general peer regard and academic achievement as well as the heterogeneity in this relationship. Additionally, the research addressed the question of whether selective affiliation applied, meaning that children associated themselves with other peers who are on the same academic level as them. Finally, the study examined the relationship longitudinally with two main goals: If the subgroups identified replicated in the second year and if individuals tend to remain in a particular configuration. 

3. Module 2: 
What type of quantitative or qualitative research design is used in each
study? What evidence do you have to suggest this type of research design? (5
points)
The quantitative research design used was non-experimental because there was only one group of participants in the study: students in the first and second grade for a period of two years at school (Natural environment). The research design is also a causal comparative design because it identified a research problem (social relations and academic achievement in inner-city early elementary classrooms), selected a defined group and a comparison group (92 Inner-city elementary school children),Collect data on relevant independent and dependent variables and on relevant background characteristics ( Data collected through Academics and social prominence, Patterns of behavior, and Group membership and homophily as well as longitudinal analyses), and  analyzing and interpreting the data, with special focus on competing explanations ( Data was interpreted throughout the study and a clear explanation of said data).


4. Module 3: 
Sampling Methods- On page 520 the author states,”This study had a relatively small sample size, and thus the results of the cluster analysis described were potentially unreliable.” The sampling used therefore was cluster sampling.

Were theoretical or procedural sampling methods used? The sampling method used is procedural.
 What evidence do you have to suggest this type of sampling method was used? (5 points) The  research findings can be applied to the general population as stated by the article: “The findings presented here demonstrate that academic achievement and peer social relations were clearly related in children as early as first grade. Popularity and academic competence were positively related in both genders, though only moderately in boys. Even these very young school-age children affiliated differentially based on achievement level, and there was some evidence that the girls in this sample were also socialized to match their achievement levels to that of their group.” 
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