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Instructions: Complete the following table as you conduct your Web scavenger hunt. Upload it to the Assignments section when you are finished.

	Question
	Your Answer
	Link Where You Found Your Answer

	1. What do the acronyms RTI, PBIS, and MTSS stand for?
	· RTI stands for Response to Intervention.
· PBIS stands for Positive Behavioral Interventions and Support.
· MTSS stands for Multi-Tiered Systems of Support.
	RTI: What is RTI? | RTI Action Network (rtinetwork.org)
PBIS: Center on PBIS | Resource: Discussing Race, Racism, and Important Current Events with Students: A Guide with Lesson Plans and Resources
MTSS: Center on Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS Center) | American Institutes for Research (air.org)

	2. What are “Tiers” in RTI/MTSS?
	· RTI tiers:
Tier 1 Instructions
Tier 2 Group Interventions
Tier 3 Intensive Interventions
· MTSS:
Tier 1 academic, social, emotional, and behavioral programming and supports.
Tier 2 Targeted Supports
Tier 3 Intensive Supports
	RTI: Classroom Reading Instruction | RTI Action Network (rtinetwork.org)
MTSS: KSDE TASN

	3. What are some benefits of RTI?
	RTI provides a systematic and proactive approach to education that benefits both students and educators by focusing on effective interventions, continuous monitoring, and improving academic and behavioral outcomes. RTI benefits include early identification and support, data-driven decision-making, focus on student outcomes, Integration of general and special education, and reduction in special education referrals.
	Why Adopt an RTI Model? | RTI Action Network (rtinetwork.org)

	4. Why is progress monitoring important in RTI/MTSS models?
	· Progress monitoring is important within the RTI model because it ensures that educational interventions are effective and responsive to students' needs. By frequently assessing student performance, educators can gather essential data to determine if interventions are successful or if adjustments are necessary. This proactive approach helps prevent academic failure by addressing issues early, rather than waiting for students to fall significantly behind. It shifts the focus from merely identifying and placing students in special education to actively improving student outcomes through continuous, data-driven adjustments in instruction. This method promotes accountability and ensures that all students receive the support they need to succeed.
· Progress monitoring is important with MTSS as it tracks and quantifies students' academic progress, assesses their responsiveness to instruction, and evaluates the effectiveness of interventions. It ensures that goals are measurable, ambitious, and appropriate by selecting proper measures, establishing baselines, and setting strategies. Effective progress monitoring minimizes data collection errors and involves families in goal-setting discussions, enhancing the overall educational experience. 
	MTSS: Progress Monitoring | MTSS Center (mtss4success.org)

	5. What role do evidence-based interventions play in RTI/MTSS?
	· In the Response-to-Intervention (RTI) model, evidence-based interventions (EBIs) are fundamental in guiding instructional decisions across its tiered framework. For instance, at Tier 1, all students receive instruction based on scientifically researched core programs, with EBIs ensuring the selection of effective, standards-aligned instructional methods. Professional development efforts are informed by EBIs to maintain fidelity to the core program and maximize its effectiveness. For students who require additional support, Tier 2 and Tier 3 interventions are implemented, guided by EBIs tailored to address specific needs identified through assessment data. These interventions are delivered in small group settings, allowing for personalized instruction and intensive support. Overall, EBIs play a critical role in ensuring that RTI effectively meets the diverse academic needs of students by providing evidence-based strategies that promote learning and achievement at all tiers of intervention.
· Evidence-based practices (EBPs) are central to the Kansas Multi-Tier System of Supports and Alignment (MTSS), forming the basis for interventions and instructional strategies across academic, behavioral, and social-emotional domains. The framework relies on EBPs for data-based decision-making, professional development, and systematic implementation to ensure effective and sustainable practices. Customized action plans and continuous improvement processes further refine the application of EBPs to support every student's success.
	RTI: RTI Research Review | RTI Action Network (rtinetwork.org)
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	6. What roles do special educators play in RTI/MTSS models?
	· 
Special educators play a crucial role within a multi-level prevention system, particularly at the tertiary prevention level, where they provide the most intensive and individualized instruction for students who do not respond adequately to primary and secondary interventions (Fuchs, Fuchs, Compton, & Davis, in press). They utilize progress monitoring to tailor instruction to the specific needs of students, ensuring that interventions are effective and continuously adjusted based on student progress. Special educators are skilled in using data to design and implement individualized programs, often involving either one-on-one or small-group instruction to address learning disabilities and other significant educational challenges. Their expertise in progress monitoring allows them to determine when a student can transition back to less intensive support levels, such as secondary or primary prevention, ensuring that all students receive the appropriate level of support to promote their academic success.


	RTI: RTI Research Review | RTI Action Network (rtinetwork.org)



	7. With whom do special educators collaborate when working under RTI/MTSS models?
	· Under RTI, collaboration must occur among parents, educators, specialists, and administrators to improve student outcomes by sharing resources and engaging parents effectively. Furthermore, collaboration is necessary to provide tailored support for students, address diverse learning needs, and enhance overall school performance through strong home-school partnerships.
· Under the MTSS model, special education teachers must collaborate with general education teachers through the implementation of high-leverage practices (HLPs). These practices are designed to be universally applicable across various subjects and grade levels, thereby fostering a unified approach to instruction. By using HLPs, educators can address the diverse needs of students, including those with disabilities, more effectively within the general education classroom. The collaborative use of HLPs enhances the MTSS framework by ensuring that both general and special education teachers employ consistent and effective instructional strategies, ultimately improving student outcomes across all tiers of support.
	RTI: Engaging Families in Early Childhood Education | RTI Action Network (rtinetwork.org)

MTSS: Going beyond the basics: Using feedback to support MTSS implementation | MTSS Center (mtss4success.org)

	8. Why do special educators have to collaborate with multiple school personnel in RTI/MTSS models?
	· Special educators must collaborate with multiple school personnel because effective communication and partnerships between parents, educators, specialists, and administrators are crucial for supporting student learning and progress. By working together, these stakeholders can determine appropriate resources, support, and information-sharing practices to ensure the best possible learning experiences for students, both in school and in other settings.
· Special educators must collaborate with multiple school personnel to ensure the effective implementation of a Multi-Tiered System of Support (MTSS) and data-based decision-making processes. Collaboration involves sharing descriptions of MTSS components, keeping staff informed, and frequent team collaboration. The MTSS leadership team must include representatives from key personnel, have structured decision-making processes, and allocate time for regular meetings. These collaborations facilitate monitoring the fidelity of MTSS implementation, instruction, interventions, and assessments. Furthermore, a collaborative approach ensures that evaluation plans are in place to monitor short- and long-term goals, review student data, and assess the effectiveness and efficiency of the MTSS framework. This teamwork is essential for aligning efforts across general and special education to support all students effectively.
	RTI: Engaging Families in Early Childhood Education | RTI Action Network (rtinetwork.org)
MTSS: Implementation | MTSS Center (mtss4success.org)
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