​ Social Characteristics: 
​
· Perception : Individuals with autism may have difficulties understanding facial expressions, may be poor listeners, misinterpret what is being said, may not notice rejection or understand sarcasm. 
· Interpretation: individuals with autism may have trouble with perspective taking, maintaining conversation, and taking things in the literal sense. 
· Response: Individuals with autism may have difficulties with sharing information in an appropriate way, monopolizing conversations, or not respecting authority. 
​
Communication Characteristics:​
​​​
· Receptive Language:  The ability to understanding the words, sentences, and meaning of what others say or what is read.
· Expressive Language: The ability to put into words to uphold a conversation in a way that is understandable to others.
· Non-Verbal communication: The ability to understand facial expressions, gestures, and non-verbal cues during a conversation.​
​
Cognitive Characteristics:
​​
· Visual information: The reliance on visual symbols to acquire information because images are concrete, and language is abstract. 
· Severe learning challenges: Difficulties getting individuals with autism engaged in learning, unless in a highly structured environment with minimal to no distractions.
· Literal thinking: Difficulties with abstract thinking. Individual with autism have trouble with understanding metaphors and idioms. ​
​
Repetitive Behaviors and Restricted Interests:
​
· Repetitive movement and behaviors: Individuals with autism may engage in stimming, hand-flapping, and other self stimulatory behaviors that constitute a major barrier in their ability to learn or interact. 
· Severe inflexibility and Repetitive routines: Individuals with autism are heavily dependent on predictability making slight changes a challenge that could result in tantrums.  
Collecting objects or facts: Individuals with autism may collect or hoard objects, or even collect facts about a particular topic. Special interests are a hallmark of autism. 

Sensory Characteristics:
​
·  Preoccupation with sensory experiences: Some individuals with autism are sensory seeking. This happens when they lack adequate stimulation by the environment. 
· Oblivious to some sensory experiences: Some individuals may have difficulties with responding to changes in temperature or even pain. It is unknown whether people with autism have high tolerance or do not know how to communicate the pain sensation. 
· Extreme sensitivity to smells, noises, and bright lights: These sensitivities may result in severe reaction or behaviors to escape the sensation. 
​​
​
​

